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As I start __ tbis · Nessletter, the first of 1981, I am amazed to find on . che·cking dates� t�at -.it is seven years since I dragged out the typew;i ter . .--and start�_d Nesslet.ter Nd 1. ·That makes it ten years since I arrived at ·.Loch Ne�s.·to brlilg t_tle ti• · Q. site at Achnahannet up to the Inverness 
Cou.hcilJ·s stan_t:lards .. for·- J.he 1971/2 seasons. How timE3 passes, and how 
little:has bee� �bt�ine�.!n the way of· �arid new evidence for the 'Beasties'. Bob;.Rine� · a�d the·:t��ms-from the Academy of Applied Sciences have worked very hard. · _In AtigGst 1972 they cam� Up With

. 
very strong sonar traces, at t�e�aame time gett��g the 'Flippe�' photcigraphs. Over th� years �number 

of ather-peop�e ·have produced: good soo�� evidence, but the Academy linked the: two together,. which_ was a.'rnajor step� forward!' In 1975 they obtained 
another series of photographj,: among which was the strange 1ga�gciyle head' 
picture. This ·shows a marked degree of bilateral symmetry, which-suggests 
\hat �t is ths head .of-a livlng animal. There was also a fuzzy sh6t which 
C:ould be _a frontal view of ··an animal, showing upper body, neck, 'and head. 
Since·then, despite great-�ffort and hard work, the Academy has been unable 
to pr6duce ·any results as 'gbcid as, or better than, those previously obtained, 

In May 1977 Tony Shiels took ;�wo colour slides of a head and neck from 
Castle Urquhart. These are re�arkable photos, but their validity has been 

· .questioned by some people. Th.:ls, unfo.rtunately, detracts ·from their use as 
.a·vidence, despite Tony 's sworn affida\/i t. On August 22'nd 1977 Mr and Mrs 
-Smith, whii� at water level on the South. East shore of the loch near,· Do res, 
·had a head .. and neck sighting. They were able to film a four minute sequence, 
usl.nci a Prinz T3 Zoom 8mm cine camera,· loaded with colour film. They reckoned 

_ .  l�th�t·ths�object wa� a littls· over 500 feet away, even so the results were 
-disapp'ointirig. the. film was rather jumpy, and the object is somewhat in­
d£stiri'c·t•, against

. 
the background of choppy water. On September . 3rct 1978 

J�f� Wa��on topk �-series of .. still photographs-of a wake as it dev�loped 
·and�b�ed_-�cr6�s the loch� -rhi� was very exciting for.Jeff, and it has been 
feat�red ih�a:b�ok,· but·:th�re wa• nothing in �hem that brou�ht us_nearer to 
an answer· .. �q the qu�stion ,. �what · �re the animals in the loch ? 

During my'· trip to Loch Ness in ·August 1973, I discussed my idsa for a 
ne'wslett'e·r wit.h a n4mber of .people. It was thought to ·be a good idea, but it 
was suggest�d . �hat possibly ,-the· n�ed for one would: be . short lived. The 
scientis��·had �egun to tak� an ·interest in the problem� and would_have an 
answer fairly_ qui'ckly.:._.�T.he.days of. the enthusiastic amateur were virtuall y 
·over • Never-the-iass. I ·f elt that· even if the animals were proved beyond 
·doubt to bs"<t 'r] _.�ti e ··� qch,. :-·anq · :positiveiy �deintified, t.here would still be 

·many p�ople·_ ·wij_b - were .inte.rested in -the :·�ubject. The· object :,o'f ·_the news-
letters was ,to tt_y, t.o k.�.ep these people: inf.orined.. :I ' 

· ·In Januak-y' 1�i4 '<the fip��: "Nesslettern:'werit out�,. It was .. hot intended to 
·.·"the�'· definitive ·war-d on Loch Ness and the animals. Just a ··letter between 

people ·wi.th' a· "mut-�al. interest, an exchange of ideas and news. This· has worked, 
I think. ·Over the y·ears I have had a growing degree of feedback. Last year 
was by far the best, although there was a lack of reported sightings. Perhaps 
there were no animals disporting themselves on the surface last year, maybe 
they did, and those people who were lucky enough to see them did not pass on 
the news. It would seem that the place of the enthusiast has not been super­
seded. For despite all the work undertaken, the scientists have yet to solve 
the problem. 

Therefore, please_ let me h�ve your vieiJJs. and ne�s, if you'· ��-r'e· .. go'i'n:g to the 
·loch.� send··me·· woi·d, and· t can include the dates in. a. Nessletter, ,af-t-er you 
. have been; let me have: -a short

. 
account�. we all .like' to kn'ow what' is happening 

:.at··.the"ioch� Finally,'thank you·'all for .. bd.ng membe.r.s, af�e� a�l·y.o.u are the 
NIS�-

. � ·. 
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Jeff Watson 

I now have the complete reports of· Jeff's work last year. He is a very 
enthusiastic amateur, and undertook nine expeditions last year. His first 
being a week at Falmouth Bay in February 80. He spent some ti�e on shore­
watch:, _alo.rig with some more background research. He also made contact with 
the ... :lobal press, and had his work publicised in the newspapers. In early 
Apribha s�eht a day in Wales at Barmouth Bay. He used this time to do a 
:ittle watching, but also spent a little time looking at reports in the 
Cambrian News, which over the years has covered.the reported sightings of , 
strange. ·creatures in the area. Jeff then travelled on to Loch Ness for his 
11th; · expedition. During the week he was there, he averaged 8 hours a day . 
watching. He covered a different area each day. Working from a base i�·the 
Invermoriston area, he . covere�· ·from there, round by Inchnacardoch Bay, a9d ·� 

on to Fort Augusts. · ··· He···also spent time on the stretch nqrth from Inv�r- . 
moriston to· Balbeg,· which is about h�lfway to Urquhart Bay. While .there he 
contacted the Press and Journal, and the paper carried a short article about 
his work at the loch. The 12th of July 80 found Jeff up north again, this 
time:at Lbch Mar��. It:was his first·trip to that loch. The week he spent 
there w·as ·used ·to do .'scirrie watching 9 he also met and talked with a number of 
loc<:U·' ·JD·88ple can·cerning the 'monster' situation at Loch Morar. He spoke to 

1 thE:r ·' F ergus.on . family, who had a sighting sometime ·around June 1978 .. They had 
seen a.··strong wake at a distance of a few hundred :yards, this remained in 
sight until it disappeared among tho �slands. These i�lands are situated at 
the westein ·�nd of the loch. John rorguson, the· son, ��s fairly certain that 
he saw h��ps in the wake for a time. Jeff was also abl� to interview Douglas 
Lamo�t, the River Watcher, and get hi� account of a prob�ble sighting on 8th 
July 1979. Hs· saw a large disturbance· in the wa-ter,: some several hundred 
yards away� and b�iefly, he thought9 a hump at its ce�tre. It was all over 
in a fe� seconds, th� lobh surface becoming calm again. A month later, and 
Jeff· was back again, this time at Loch Shiel. He was to spend a week on his 
first e�pedition to Loch Shiel. One� again, he spent time watchin�, and the 
remaining time in getting the 'feel' of the. area and discussing his work with 
local resid�nts. He had don� so�e very good groundwork in his pre-expedition 
preparation, as he had contacted the Forestry Commission and obtained permission 
to uso the forestry roads. Thus opening up sections of the loch· which are 
normally b�yond: the reach of members· of ·the public. September 20th 1980, and 
��ff1was ba6k o� watch at Loch ·Ness9 commencing his 12th expedition. Ha was� 
to work'from·a base in the FGrt· A�gustus are� b�t ·used his fi�st·day to do 
some watch{ng·:frdm the Abtiachan area. · Taki�g his time to move down the 
northern· shor·e· of the loch·, to: a point opposite Foyers.· Much ·of his time· 
was to be· �p:en.t· ·watching around. �he F·ort ·A�gustus to Inchnacardoch Bay area. 
He made ah6the'r · trip to'· Wales . . f·o:r: o'ne day on· the 8th uctober � . this time for 
the f1rsf · vi'si t to Ba1a Lake. ·Ho had two or three hour-s watching, and was 
able t.o .interview Harold Oavies�· one. of thG Oepu:.ty Lake Wardens. Nr Oavies 
was witness t·o a strange.' occurrence one morning sometime. during JI,Jly '1,977. 
From arou�d Bala, he had seen �hat he took to be a hump. �uirounded by �n area .. of · r·ough · water, it was jus·t.·· a·· brief sighting and then· the lake surface b,ecame 
ea� m ·. again. : J�f:f .. ·t.ravellecf: ricirt:h ·:�·gain for the last w(3ek . in October 1980. ·. . � t 

�.· wa·ff':his 13th·c ��pedi ti6n · to Loch:· .Ness. His patteJ;n was.'� a�, his previo�,Js , trip:{� 
with·��6mi ��\ching �����d· Utq�h �rt Bay and th�ri down alofi� the lo�h tq��rds:· 
Invermotistdnr.· · Then; on . ·ta . ;-Fott' · ADgustus for · h!s first day.· Thereafter- he 
�tayed aro�n� the �outh�rH::��d.�f the loch, a�art for some ·�atching .��6und 
Strone Point, Urquhart Bay 9: '.as� he made his way to Inverness on his l�.�t. da·y • 
On Saturday 25th October, while watching in the Fort Augustus area�1�$ �aw, 
at different ti�e$�·"thtee difierent object� in the water. These �11' �tayed 
in �iew for lo��- ���ios, and w�re thought to be driftwood. Three.d�ys late� .. 
he-had a similar experience, when . two different.objects were seen� T��so 
were also identified as flotsam.; �8 took slides of all five objects·,·as good 
practise in the use of his camera on objects at water level. For his last· · 
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expedition of the year Jeff went back to Falmouth for a week at the beginning 
of November. He did some watching along the coast, but owing to the lateness 
of the season the weather was rather poor, and that curtailed the efforts. 
He was able to meet Tony_Shiels9 and had an evening with him discussing the 
Cornish monster scene. That brought his field work to an end for 1980. 

Once ag�in de�pite �reat eftort� Jet� was,unable to make cant���. He 
carried out various trials with different types of film in his camera. 
Using Ektachrome 400 slide film early in the season, moving to Ektachrome 
200 slide film in early summer, and thon to.Kodachrome 64 slide film ih 
late summer and autumn. He has also been using different filters, such as 
a skylight filter, and an ultra-violet filter. He shot off a fair amount of 
film on landscape9 and wildlife subjects, so should be able to evaluate the 
various combinations. No doubt he will be returning to the fray this ye�r. 
Terry Chappell 

Terry was on business in the North-East and came out to visit us for the 
evening of January 28th. We .had a gran� time talking ' monster' and discussing 
Terry' s trip to the loch. While there He shot some 45 minutes of movie film. 
This h� intends to edit to about 3o minutes of documentary style film about 
the loch and animals. It has souhd, and he has inter�!ewed a nu�ber of local 
residents f.L11tt1 a plao� in th� shory. Peo�le like Alex Campbell, the ex•water 
bail�fft wHd was in at the st�rt of the modern chapter in 1933/4. Also one 
of the monks from the Abbey at Fort Augustus, who has had a sighting, as 
have. a number of the brothers over the years • . Among others he interviewed 
was Frank Searle� Terry had some misgivings about including Mr Searle. After 
all he h�i:l been i·esponsiblo for producing: a number of faked ' monster' photo-

·�Faphs. Unfo�tun�tel�� he is. at th� lochsid�, in a position where he can 
pta$enf him�eif as ' the' authority· on the creatures to members of the public. 

· ·. As. T.err·y hopes: t'o show his completed film to $Chools and other organisations • I, ·_He con-e;l.dere'd it better to includo 59ar l_e.. Then anyone seeing. it can judge 
'for 'thetnselves, . and it. will· be ·apparent .t-q all "just what kind of character 
this person has. Terry .let �me hr?,_ar .. . a tap's ·recordiqg_ he had made with Sear le. 
If I did not feel so strongly about the s'ubject, th·e· tape would be funny • 
. But_-i � �+srE.3pJ:'ese��s the. pos;i. tion at the .J.q.ch.,..·.·��n9.. ,S.f:31'rle completely ignores 

.. some -facets of'. the. wor.k .. done':by . sdme. groups, and is downright libelous to . . _a t-hers... .( was . abl_!3· _  to· show Terry ·a : po-stcard I. bought· in Inverness while on 
Holiday las�, .. ye��r>. _

_ 
:� _On th'S back i-t -·Sbates ,.��·l-a-ph. Ne$s Monster 1975, copyright 

Frank Searl·e. ·The pictur'B· on the 'fton�t is very. dar�-, possibly water, with a 
-�·. l.fght patch ·across. :the m! dole, .. stic�;ing _ _out_ of this patch is a tapering tube­

l.ike 'tail 1, which ,_on examinati_on. if? .·t_ho . . tail of the Brontesaurus, illustrated 
on card number three of � �erie� of eight produc�� �y Oixons Postcards, 
·pubiished by Novus Publi-s.h4!ng. -�imi ted. It is the ·:same Brontesaurus, whose 
head, neck, and -back� ale.ng-�it� 9;.background�of water, appear in Searle' s book, 
with the caption ' Fobruary 26th 19761, (NIS-17 August 1976). (A few days after 
Terry' s visit, another member sent me both postcards, with a letter commenting 
on;- tha.rn.J So it would seem. that not only is Sear le a charlatan, he is a mean 
chari.Stan, - fbr ·he :has produ.ceq. two::- f?lke pictures from one postcard. But enough 

.); • f • - • •• ' : I "• of him, back t'o ·Tsrry' s vis.i t... . 1 , • -- · _· _,. • • • . 
In his research he had written to· the Osp�rtment of Palaeontology, at the 

British Museum. He had a reply from Or A'·.:o · Milner, Fossil Amphibians, Reptiles 
& Birds Section, which t re-produce here� pointing out as does Or Milner� that 
the views expressed are his own personal views. · {

_
; 

Dear Mr Chappell 
Thank you for your letter of 22 October concerning the ' Loch Ness Monster 
phenomenon.' 

Members of the Museum' s scientific staff quite naturally have their individual 
views and opinions on the Loch Ness Monster but the Museum does not have an 
official point of view on the subject ! Speaking personally, I am somewhat 

• •  J : • •  •• 
- ........ 

-



,- ·-. .. . � ·, · 
.
. \ · 

. - · · '' - . ' ; ··:.�i 4 
' . . . · . sceptical about 'N.e·s.sie __ �.l�- · t_l;lar:Ef.:is little fi�m eyiderice _o,n wh�ch to. p'roceed, 

for there are rema�katily ·few ·s:lghtj__t;lgs_:,_and� pho�-ogfaphs which_ ,cannot bE.l: 
explained si ther by known · p.tlenotnene'\sr. discr.sdi t.l;3d as fakEis �·· hoaxes s·tc .• 
Nevertheless, there db: se_em to .. be a·· few cases of · genuine independent observ­
ations of the same· i'nci�_ents, so; I. ·bio�l-d not dismiss altogether the p·ossibily 
that there may be something. ususual· ·pre§ent in the ·Loch. ·My guess as to. the 
most likely candidate, if;.: irt,t:Jeed ·_the:re.�.is. ··something there, wo.uld be. very large 
eels. . . ·. · : ; · 1 · ; 

·: 

·.· · . . 
The popular conceptidn���-th�:�och Ne�'�Monster as an air-breathing 

vertebrate' particular:�Y� a;:·ples!�cisaur -·I a:' relict of a long-extinct g_I;'()�up .of��--: 
mari?e rept�les, just doe�� not _..act'o�d �� �� �he evidence .avail�blci._ ,- .l�pncarn,in.g 
ples�osaurs._,- I: no.t._e �hat you ask�d f'e� . . fnJ.,o�m��:i-on :-o�n -- the .rlcin9-hscke:d : . , , . ,_·� 
plesiosaur' •· J:\11: ·.the pl.e.siosaurs cirj3 di\.dd�ed intCJ..� long-necked· fot'rris '· -

· · 
: � plesiDsauis' ifl t:r·�- -�Jr�c:t. �e-�s:e1) an;�' �-�6f·t;.. n:ec.ke dt. fo.rms·,� (Pl'�Q��up:�): . . �. JJa\l!i:''-�_ ,.1:-,nqluded a bo9'< ,!�s .t:· pq_i.�_h�ch I have . m��k�d ttlo�e ref�rsncss · that · deal .w� th 

. .. _p�esiosaurs';! i -. pre�u�_s · ���� . tt:ti� . is · the � kind ·of- . information you rsqLifi'�,:.-·r�ther 
J - th�H11·�dstail:s of �. parti:cula::.r; : spe,cie'si'' . I . 

·
• ' . ·. . . . • . .. :: ;-:.· ·, : • • _; ,_

.
'-:::· ' 

.. I :�- ·af.r1=li� ·:_t-hc3,'t_···p:res��):":a.: of' wc{Dk- pr�?vents· my. r.epiying at lengt_h ,on this subjec;:;�_9_ 
but J:,f' yciu have any specific que�L��;·· �L shotJld· 'be' plea$�ed .t.o '.try: to answat'·:th�ffi� . 

__ . . , , ·�; Yp,lJr_s�(sinP.fl�ely; f ··.�P.:r�)� :· c .M�lne.r; · · · · -

Th�- �oo� -� :!�.·-tp·�,:'ti��·�--���) ·. �:th£3-t ��� - �-f.·
·
;���ptil�s' by

.· 
E

. 
H �olbe-�t,��< 1�.��0. 'Prob�sto-.t•J.c _An_;,mals· � . _C :.J.3-� eo.� t. ·(-1969) '�. •·T:t;l.e £..\Lolution: a.ndi��odlog}i'' ·of . the .· . .  

Dino:s�:furs •:)·.�·�j_ .-_L a �-��-l�-�e.ad :{1975 }·/ 't�(e· ·. bptbxe .P.Jan-". by· �z . :\f '- Sfo i:�� ·* , & Z �uri-an 
. {'-1972)-.·. The·se- s_h_OQ).d. - �VS .usn;.all a ch�nce .to .. r.aad J,J.p: DO.:. plG:trrds'aurs. .: ' -

�:.My:_· .than�-�· .t:� r.·ts· F�Y�- --f�'r:. tn.s�; a ¥1. ��t:te�f.�.- i'¥; · -�-���ot�.r�s ting- : ·t;�, k�·�·wt :�D�!� t.�ere 
.. fl.f�. rpemb·e�-� �-!1-- �hs�r�.faffr>. o·f ,. the · Mu:sel:J�!_r, ·. �t,:lo� .t}�Y�:;_; §tven the-� toe�·:'� ��� fl -: propl,§m. · i.-�- .r t..: i.:· 

·s ome(ittioilight·.····' ThE?' opol:< .li::st� will,�habl� ': all' of -us. torrr·eaa· up�'cin I p l8$i,osau � s, 
and tecdns±d�r '\os .. pi�s�osa.ur theory·� .'. : . . 

. . . 
. . .. )0�'-<-:>·. ,,· :_- _ .  . .. . . .  \ 

Body ''� \'be S�a��ore 
. 

. . . . . ' . . . '·" ·" ' '
' 

On Tu�sday 6th January s'1 ,- I �had · a phone c'91f. f.rom. �he · E \1ehing Ch:r·onicl��� ):1 · ·.�: �:· ·· 
local Newcastle paper.,. They want.ed to kno·w' my ·views·' b'h an' artic.le ·of? the·-:, 

. 
evening of :the 5th .• . : ·Mr · Tom: For�·est, o-f·� Ambie-� ·had ··b�:Sp walking on th€r.:be'actf.-at· 
Oruri�ge Bay, on .�he ·cQast �f.Ncirthumb��lana; a1 �e�� � � ����e Chri�tmas. He cafu� 
_?�cross an object,,-. he_ thought at first it was a·l'og, at.?.Ou€ . . 6 feE3t_.l9ng·and ·about 
one foot thick at ·it-s uli'dest • . .  tt turned out to .be the · r.�mal.ns of an · .animal9 

. . '. 

badly decompose�., __ r_,It .se�m�io -�to. be � .. head ,-o'n. a neck, ttia�·_·had been s�vered at tha' · 
body. Tqm dr�9gep· ii .. �p 'th_e -�-hare, . a-nd_ estimated it wei:ghed 170lb. He contacted 
the Hancock Mus�um9_ 8f:t,d._staff,.from the Ministry of Agriculture, food and fisheries, 
based at North _Shields, took ._sa�plas -frorn the remains. · They were not sure what 
it had been, but - ��gge-�ted, a . large conger eel. I told the paper that it would 
most probably· turn out 1;-o, be �omething t?rdinary, as have all the strange remains 
th�t have tur_ned up tp ,Qate-·� � i • • A; :few days. later the paper carried the news that 
the samples had been sent to the MAff laboratories in Lowestoft, where they had 
been posi tiuely identified _--as.-c,om�ng _.from ,'a '-L.ing' , which is a member of the 
Codfish family. , It m.ust have been -a record fish, for the record Ling caught 
round our: shmres is ·just 57lbs.. . � -
Ronald McColl 

Ran, a new NIS member, would be interested in joining forces with someone in 
his home are�, t�-oi�anize ·�·'trip �o Loch N�ss s6�etime in'1981. �His address 

:is.: 2 Oougl.a�. Place, Glt?nrothes, fife, KY6 1BA. Al�hough I suggest' ··any ;member 
who would be' irl�er�sted shou�C:J .. ·cantaC't him� . 

Well, that Is all. for numbe--r 449 ploas� keep your letters-' co�ing� your news and 
views are always needed, as I always say, you are the NIS. New members are 
welcome the address is still: R R Heppls, Huntshieldford, St Johns Chapel, 
Bishop �uckland, Co Durham, DL13 1RQ. Tol: Wearhead 359. Subscriptions are 
U. K. £2.00. u. s. A. Canada $ 8.00 

Rip. 

. c·· ... 


